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April-July 2021, RfS with CCEC delivered a staggering 650 equestrian experiences. 
September – December 2021, RfS has bookings for 800 experiences, so far! 

All the staff at Riding for Smiles and Coloured Cob were happy to see children back at 
the stables this week. Not that the stables hasn’t been brimming over with children 
throughout the holidays. 

RfS has been busy throughout August writing two big bucks grant applications and 
several smaller grant applications. Many of you will be familiar with the application 
process, it is quite a task. Two applications for funding for the next three to four years 
have been completed.  

We hope that the staff and children in schools and groups have managed a break. Are 
we finding a path to a new normal for our children and young people? RfS is committed 
to helping as part of that journey.  

 RfS has yet again reworked its business and financial plan. We agreed:- 

• To concentrate on partnerships with schools and groups reducing our radius of 
influence to NE Derbyshire, North Nottinghamshire, and areas of South Yorkshire.  

• To seek funding for three / four years to enable longer term planning and 
commitment to our suppliers, staff, schools, and groups.  

• To focus on three areas of activity.                                                                  
o The Mental Health research and development Project providing activities 

for children and young people suffering from mental ill health.                                              
o The Deprivation Project providing activities for children and young people 

suffering from all forms of deprivation. 
o To work with agencies and charities for the benefit of children, young 

people, and adults. E.g., MIND. 
• To move to Blocks as the unit for delivery, costing and planning. A Block will 

comprise six sessions, for eight children / young people delivered over a half 
term. The Block will be used for planning and costing and as the ‘standard’ unit of 
delivery. However, RfS will continue to meet the needs of the child / young person 
by being flexible and responsive to their needs and the needs of the school and 
school timetable. 

• To actively promote the wheelchair accessible carriage to enhance the 
commitment to inclusivity.  

To the children and young people. 

Well done all of you, you are impressive, amazing, we really enjoy the sessions at the 
stables. We want to make your feel special because you are all incredibly special to us. 
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To the schools and groups and the staff who make it all possible. 

Our apologies, we cannot fund every request, the number of sessions has had to be 
trimmed and we are not able to support all our loyal schools.  

And we have bookings through to Easter 2022. Our grants and donations are stretched! 
Without new funding many activities will be curtailed from the end of 2021 and much 
more so from Easter 2022. 

The chart below shows the number of experiences delivered / booked. RfS is working 
hard to fund this significantly increased level of activity.  

  

To our funders. 

 On behalf of all the children and young people thank you.  

• To those funders we are working with on multiyear grants, thank you, we have our 
fingers crossed. 

• To the organisations who have provided grant funding on our journey, we would 
love to hear from you again. 

• To the organisations and companies who have donated, please look at your 
budgets and consider RfS. We would love to hear from you. 

Even if the big bucks bids are successful RfS is still short of £15,000 per year to 
continue to fund the 300% increase in activity from pre-covid levels.  

We have a short presentation prepared which will be first delivered to Bolsover District 
U3A. If you would like to hear from us and especially if you can help, please get in touch.  

Stephanie Hind, Project Liaison                               Dr. Geoff Cutts, Chair, Trustees   

 info@ridingforsmiles.org                                         chair@ridingforsmiles.org 

07754 090685                                                         07902 913250 


